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Instructions to candidates

y Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.

y Write a guided analysis of text 1 or text 2.

y Use the guiding question or propose an alternative technical or formal aspect of the text to focus

your analysis.

y The maximum mark for this examination paper is [20 marks].

Instructions destinées aux candidats

y N’ouvrez pas cette épreuve avant d’y être autorisé(e).

y Rédigez une analyse dirigée du texte 1 ou du texte 2.

y Utilisez la question d’orientation ou proposez une autre manière d’aborder le texte en

choisissant un aspect technique ou formel sur lequel concentrer votre analyse.

y Le nombre maximum de points pour cette épreuve d’examen est de [20 points].

Instrucciones para los alumnos

y No abra esta prueba hasta que se lo autoricen.

y Escriba un análisis guiado del texto 1 o del texto 2.

y Utilice la pregunta de orientación o proponga otro aspecto técnico o formal del texto en el que

centrar su análisis.

y La puntuación máxima para esta prueba de examen es [20 puntos].
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Write a guided analysis of one of the following texts.

1. The following text is a poem by Linda Pastan.

The Happiest Day

It was early May, I think 

a moment of lilac or dogwood* 

when so many promises are made 

it hardly matters if a few are broken. 

My mother and father still hovered 

in the background, part of the scenery 

like the houses I had grown up in, 

and if they would be torn down later 

that was something I knew 

but didn’t believe. Our children were asleep 

or playing, the youngest as new 

as the new smell of the lilacs, 

and how could I have guessed 

their roots were shallow 

and would be easily transplanted. 

I didn’t even guess that I was happy. 

The small irritations that are like salt 

on melon were what I dwelt on, 

though in truth they simply 

made the fruit taste sweeter. 

So we sat on the porch 

in the cool morning, sipping 

hot coffee. Behind the news of the day— 

strikes and small wars, a fire somewhere— 

I could see the top of your dark head 

and thought not of public conflagrations 

but of how it would feel on my bare shoulder. 

If someone could stop the camera then… 

if someone could only stop the camera 

and ask me: are you happy? 

Perhaps I would have noticed 

how the morning shone in the reflected 

color of lilac. Yes, I might have said 

and offered a steaming cup of coffee.

* lilac, dogwood: colourful plants

– How is imagery used to explore the nature of happiness?
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2. 

Removed for copyright reasons



Disclaimer:

Texts used in IB language assessments are taken from authentic, third-party sources. The views expressed within 
them belong to their individual authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the IB.
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